
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

DAVID Y. IGE 
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII 

SUZANNE D. CASE 
CHAIRPERSON 

BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

 
KEKOA KALUHIWA 

FIRST DEPUTY 
 

JEFFREY T. PEARSON, P.E. 
 DEPUTY DIRECTOR - WATER 

 
AQUATIC RESOURCES 

BOATING AND OCEAN RECREATION 
BUREAU OF CONVEYANCES 

COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
CONSERVATION AND COASTAL LANDS 

CONSERVATION AND RESOURCES ENFORCEMENT 
ENGINEERING 

FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

KAHOOLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION 
LAND 

STATE PARKS 
 

STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

POST OFFICE BOX 621 
HONOLULU, HAWAII  96809 

  

 

 
Testimony of 

SUZANNE D. CASE 
Chairperson 

 
Before the House Committees on 

OCEAN, MARINE RESOURCES, & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
and 

WATER & LAND 
 

Wednesday, March 23, 2016 
10:30 AM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 325 
 

In consideration of 
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 181 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A TERM, NON-EXCLUSIVE 
EASEMENT COVERING A PORTION OF STATE SUBMERGED LANDS AT 
PUAMANA, LAHAINA, MAUI, FOR VARIOUS SEAWALL STRUCTURES, A 

CONCRETE GROIN, AND REVETMENT FOOTINGS OF A HISTORICAL 
SWIMMING POOL 

 
House Concurrent Resolution 181 requests the authorization to issue a term, non-exclusive 
easement for an estimated 5,242 square feet, more or less, located on state submerged lands 
identified as tax map key (2) 4-6-028: seaward of 001, at Puamana, Lahaina, Maui, for various 
seawall structures, a concrete groin and revetment footings of a historic swimming pool, pursuant to 
Section 171-53, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS). The Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (Department) supports this concurrent resolution. 
 
The current owner of the abutting landward property, the Puamana Community Association (PCA) 
is currently working with the Department to resolve the encroachments. The encroachment was 
identified on state lands located seaward of the shoreline and such area should be considered as 
submerged lands. As required by Section 171-53, HRS, the Board of Land and Natural Resources 
(Board) may lease submerged lands "with the prior approval of the Governor and the prior 
authorization of the Legislature by concurrent resolution".  As noted in the resolution, the PCA has 
already obtained an easement for the various encroachments.  However, after the execution of the 
easement, as a result of a site inspection conducted pursuant to a certified shoreline application, the 
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shoreline was located further landward than previously identified, increasing the size of the 
encroachment and necessitating an amendment of the easement area.1   
 
The Department notes that the shoreline location currently used to determine the easement area was 
identified in 2014.  If the PCA desires a certified shoreline, and the shoreline location is determined 
to be further landward, the easement may require further revision to account for the increased area.  
The easement, including its terms and conditions, are subject to approval by the Board.  The grantee 
shall pay the State the fair market value of the easement as consideration for the use of public lands. 
The amount of consideration shall be determined by an independent appraisal.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of this testimony. 

                                            
1 The amended easement expanding the easement area will require Land Board approval which the 
parties intend to pursue once the new metes and bounds description and maps are approved by the State 
Surveyor. 
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
NO. HCR181

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF  HCR181;

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HCR 181

 PUAMANA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION  and CARL VERLEY,

President of Puamana, an individual and a member of the Puamana Community Association and

as interested persons provide the following testimony in support of HCR181 to the Committee on

Ocean, Marine Resources, & Hawaiian Affairs and the Committee on Water & Land.

1. IDENTIFICATION AND INTEREST

PUAMANA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION is a Hawaii non-profit, Public Unit

Development formed to act as a community association, whose members consist of 230 family

dwellings on 30 acres of land. Puamana owns land located at 34 Puailima Place, Lahaina,

Hawaii, further identified by tax map key: (2) 4-6-028:001. Transient vacation rentals are

permitted at Puamana resulting in a steady stream of tourists visiting the property and using the

facilities there.



Puamana.

2. TESTIMONY

Seawall structures, built in the 1930  along the shoreline and provide stability

and necessary coastal protection for the north part of the property. In addition, a concrete groin

and revetment footings represent part of a historic swimming pool that was also built in the

1930 s as a part of a former planation manager s residence. It has been determined that portions

of the seawall structures, the concrete groin and revetment footings of the historic swimming

pool encumber a total of 1,895 square feet of state submerged land. Furthermore, the Office of

Conservation and Coastal Lands of the Department of Land and Natural Resources determined

that the structures are existing and non-conforming, in that they were constructed prior to

October 1964.

Puamana obtained a fully executed grant of non-exclusive easement (GL S-6050), dated

March 3, 2014 for a total of five (5) -

-

structures, the concrete groin, and the revetment footings of the historic swimming pool, totaling

an area of 1,895 square feet (sq. ft.). However, it was later determined by the DLNR that the

- -

would need to be amended to include additional areas for the seawall and pool structures based

on an updated shoreline survey of the property. Easements "E-4" and "E-5" (an area of 423 sq.

ft.) in the March 3, 2014 agreement now become Easement "E-3-A" for a total area of 2,899 sq.

ft. (an increase of 2,476 sq. ft.). The total combined easement area is now 5,242 sq. ft. including

-2- -3- -1 see EXHIBIT A ).

The amended easements (E-2-A and E-3-A) are subject to approval of lease terms, easement

appraisal and lease payment by the Board of Land and Natural Resources.

Structural engineers  opinions on the conditions of the swimming pool (see EXHIBIT

B ) indicate that based on the advancement of the erosion along the south side of the pool, we

now feel it to be imperative that the foundation repair/reinforcement process (see EXHIBIT C )

commenced as soon as possible before damage occurs that might make the continued use of the

pool impossible. Further delays of a year or more could produce this result.



For the above reason Puamana requests favorable consideration and recommendation to

approve HCR181. This will enable Puamana to work with its surveyor, the State Surveyor and

DLNR/BLNR to move forward in an expeditious manner to finalize granting of the amended

easements and ultimately a remedy for its deteriorating swimming pool.

DATED: Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii: March 21, 2016

    PUAMANA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION,
    CARL VERLEY

    President
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